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AUTHORITY: National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.; E.O. 11514, 34 FR 4247, as amended by
E.O. 11991, 42 FR 26927; E.O. 12144, 44 FR 11957,
5 U.S.C. 301; 40 CFR 1500-1508; and 7 CFR 1b.

SOURCE: 56 FR 49245, Sept. 27, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to
part 3407 appear at 76 FR 4810, Jan. 27, 2011.

§3407.1 Background and purpose.

(a) The National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) establishes national
policies and goals for the protection of
the human environment. Section 102(2)
of NEPA directs all Federal agencies to
give appropriate consideration to the
environmental consequences of pro-
posed actions in their decisionmaking
and to prepare detailed environmental
statements on major Federal actions
significantly affecting the quality of
the human environment.

(b) The purpose of this regulation is
to supplement the regulations for im-
plementation of NEPA established by
the Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) and codified at 40 CFR parts
1500-1508, as adopted by USDA in 7 CFR
part 1b.

(c) Unless otherwise noted, par-
enthetical citations throughout this
part refer to the CEQ regulations.

§3407.2 Definitions.

(a) Authoriced Departmental Officer
means the NIFA official, acting within
the scope of delegated authority, who
is responsible for awarding and admin-
istering project grants on behalf of
USDA and for carrying out NEPA re-
sponsibilities as outlined in §3407.4(d)
of this part. The Authorized Depart-
mental Officer’s responsibilities do not
include the review, approval, manage-
ment, or similar activity relating to
programs or projects funded by NIFA
on the basis of statutory formula and
also do not include parallel responsibil-
ities relating to the management or ad-
ministration of cooperative agree-
ments awarded by NIFA.

(b) Other terms used in this regula-
tion have the same meaning as they
have in the CEQ regulations.

§3407.3

§3407.3 Policy.

(a) It is NIFA policy to comply with
the provisions of NEPA and related
laws and policies and with the imple-
menting regulations cited in §3407.1(b)
of this part.

(b) Environmental documents should
be concise, written in plain language,
and address the issues pertinent to the
decision being made.

(c) Environmental documents may be
substituted for or combined with other
reports which serve to facilitate deci-
sionmaking (40 CFR 1506.4).

(d) NIFA personnel will cooperate
with other Federal and State agencies
or units thereof, as well as with grant-
ees, contractors, and other cooperating
individuals or entities undertaking ac-
tivities funded or recommended for
funding by NIFA to assure that NEPA
considerations are addressed early in
the planning process to avoid delays
and conflicts (40 CFR 1501.2).

(e) NIFA reserves the right to require
project participants outside of NIFA to
furnish environmental data or docu-
mentation to assist NIFA in carrying
out its responsibilities under NEPA.
When an applicant, grantee, or other
cooperating individual or organization
is required to submit environmental
data to NIFA, including preparation of
an environmental assessment (EA), or
when a contractor hired by a grantee
or other cooperating party prepares en-
vironmental data or documentation,
NIFA shall provide advance instruc-
tions to the applicant, grantee, or
other cooperator relating to the prepa-
ration and submission of the required
information. All information supplied
by external project participants shall
be subject to verification by NIFA (40
CFR 1506.5).

(f) When possible, costs of analyses
and development of required environ-
mental documents shall be planned for
during the budgetary process relating
to the plan or program. Where the na-
ture of particular program agreements
(e.g., grants, cooperative agreements,
formula projects) are determined by
NIFA to require environmental docu-
mentation, the cost of preparing such
documentation and of reasonable miti-
gation efforts shall be considered al-
lowable costs and may be charged to
the project as a portion of the Federal
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